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1824 The Society 
for the Prevention 

of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA) 
was founded in 

Great Britain.
1829 New York 

passed a law to 
prohibit cruelty to 

large animals.

History of the Nebraska Humane Society and the Humane Movement

1874 Henry Bergh and 
Elbridge Gerry 

successfully 
prosecuted a child 
cruelty case under 

animal cruelty statutes 
(The "Mary Ellen" case). 

There were no laws 
protecting children at 

this time. 

 1918   3,595 Dogs 
were licensed in 

Omaha by the city 
clerk.

1923 NHS moved to its 
first building at 101 

South 11th Street. The 
building was 

purchased for $65,000.

1877 The American 
Humane Association 

(AHA) was founded for 
the prevention of 

cruelty to children and 
animals.

1977  Beth Phelps, 
Director of NHS, 

(1972-1977) 
established a spay 

program for all 
female animals  
adopted out.

 1875 The Nebraska Humane Society (NHS) was 
founded on August 7, 1875 and is the fifth 

oldest shelter in the United States. Originally 
caring for animals and children and located at 

the Central Police Headquarters downtown, 
James Savage was the first president of NHS.

1822 The British Parliament passed the 
first law recognizing the rights of 
animals and outlawing cruelty to 
large domestic animals.  Richard 
"Humanity" Martin was its sponsor. 

1866 Henry Bergh 
founded the American 

Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals (ASPCA).

1906  Alfred 
Millard was 

the first 
dogcatcher 
for NHS and 

he was a 
millionaire.

1919 The Nebraska Humane 
Society's first contract with 
city of Omaha to enforce 
ordinances and licensing.

1959 A law was 
passed in 

Nebraska so baby 
chicks could not 
be sold as pets.

1954 The Humane 
Society of the 

United States was 
founded.

1966 The Animal Welfare Act of 1966 is a Comprehensive act authored to 
provide humane treatment for animals across the spectrum, from pet animals 

to those being raised for research purposes and those being sold as 
commercial property.  The act covered transportation, treatment and care.

1950's Child 
Protective 

Services was 
formed and  

NHS was left to 
care for 

animals only. 

1975 A.J. Wheeler was the 
first Omahan charged and 
convicted of killing a dog. 

He was fined $50.

1977 Child 
abuse laws 

were passed 
in Nebraska.

2000 February 12, NHS 
opened its new  65,000 

square foot facility 
capable of housing  

upt to 1,000 cats and 
dogs. 

2003 Animal cruelty 
became a felony in 

the state of 
Nebraska.

1968 NHS opened its 8801 Fort 
Street building. Capacity: 500 

animals.

1999 Started 
micro-chipping 

all adoption 
animals at NHS.

1989 first NHS 
"Walk for the 

Animals" event. 

1975 Adoption fee 
was $10.

2006  82,000 Dogs 
and Cats were 

licensed in 
Omaha by NHS. 

1998 November 20, Dr. Marty 
Ramm started spaying and 

neutering all cats and dogs at 
NHS.


